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R- V. Jagirdar and Gokak are some of the names,
known in this field, Puttappa has written a full-length
novel called ' Kanuru Subbamma Heggaditi', describing,
in wonderful detail, the life of the people in Malenad
i. e. the mountainous tract of Karnataka. Karanta
has recently come out with a big novel called Marali
Mannige i.e. 'Back to the soil', depicting life on the
sea-coast of Matigalore for three generations. This novel,
with its amazing realism and restraint, marks a definite
advance in Kannada fiction. Anandakanda has specialised
in the historical novel with great success, It must,
however, be admitted that the novel, as a form, has yet
to develop in modern Kannada in respect of both
quality and quantity.
The drama, which was mostly confined to professional
companies in early part of this century, rose to eminence
with the rise of amateurs and dramatists, gifted with a true
sense of art* Original writing in the field of social
drama was pioneered by Hnilgol Narayana rao and KerSr.
But the first flash of genius came from T. P. Kailasam
of Mysore, whose social play called * ToUugatti* (meaning
'Hollow and Solid", parts I & II) is a perfect piece of art.
Kailasam is a man of exceptional genius that modem
Karnataka has produced. He has a large number of plays
on the tip of his tongue, as it were- Some of these have
been published so far. He holds the mirror to modern
social life in a superb manner and insists on the use
of colloquial Kannada in social drama. Next comes
R. V* Jagirdar (known as Snranga), whose abilities as
a dramatist are remarkable. He has already produced
a good number of full-length and one-act plays.
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